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UPTOWN PLANNERS

Uptown Community Planning Committee

February 2, 2010, Tuesday – Meeting Minutes
Present: Liddell, Lamb, Seidel, Dahl, Grinchuk, Gatzke, Hyde, Wilson (Chair), Bonn, Gottschalk, Edwards, Adler, Wendorf, Jaworski, Towne, O'Dea, Mellos (late).  Also present was Marlon Pangilinan of CPCI.
Absent:  None
 

Board Meeting: Parliamentary Items/ Reports: 

Adoption of Agenda and Rules of Order

Three items moved to consent agenda: Request for Letters of Support for Race for Literacy and 20th AIDS Walk; and 2400 Sixth Avenue CUP: Bellefontaine (“AT&T SD0013 6TH AVE”)

Motion to approve agenda passed by voice vote.
Approval of Minutes 

Approval of he December 2009 minutes was deferred until the March meeting.
Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Dahl reported a bank balance of $455.00.
Website Report 

No report
Chair/ CPC Report 
Chair Wilson reported that the CPC was scheduled to discuss with a representative of the City Attorney’s Office the question of how the California Environmental Quality Act applied to the community planning process.  A key question was whether a community planning group needed to review the environmental documents for a project prior to making its official advisory recommendation.

The City Council had requested that each of the city’s community planning groups review the city’s Medical Marijuana Task Force Report, and make recommendations regarding the regulation of medical marijuana dispensaries.

Public Communication – Non-Agenda Public Comment 

Joyce Summers gave an update concerning the activities of CCDC.

Zach Schlagel, speaking on behalf of UCSD, discussed several proposed pedestrian/ traffic related improvements in the Medical Complex community of Uptown. 

 

Jim Frost, a board member of Uptown Partnership and Bankers Hill/ Park West resident, presented a map of proposed traffic calming improvements, including stop signs and enhanced sidewalks, in the Fourth/Fifth and Sixth Avenue corridor in Bankers Hill-Park West.

 

Carol Schultz, the director of Uptown Partnership, provided an of her organization’s latest activities.

Representatives of Elected Officials 
 
Joe Kocurek updated the board on the activities of State Assemblymember Lori Saldana. 

 

Courtney Thomson updated the board on the activities of Councilmember Gloria. 

 

Brian Pepin updated the board on the activities of Councilmember Faulconer.

 

Mike McLaughlin updated the board on the activities of Congresswoman Susan Davis.

Consent Agenda: 

The following three items were placed on consent by the board at the time the agenda was adopted: 

I. Action Items: Community Planning/ Special Events
1. REQUEST FOR LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RACE FOR LITERACY – Event will take place on March 7, 2010.

2. REQUEST FOR LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE 20th AIDS WALK: Event will take place on May 31, 2010. 
II. Action Items: Development Project Review, No. 3

2400 SIXTH AVENUE CUP: BELLEFONTAINE (“AT&T SD0013 6TH AVE”) Process Four – Bankers Hill/Park West -- Conditional Use Permit to extend the use of an existing wireless communication facility on an existing residential building at 2400 Sixth Avenue in the MR-800B Zone; Airport Approach Overlay Zone; Airport Influence Area; FAA Part 77
 

Dahl, seconded by Bonn, made a motion to approve the consent agenda; Motion passed 15,0,1. Chair Abstaining.

 

Board member Mellos arrived.

 

Information Items: Projects 

1. 450 WEST WASHINGTON STREET (‘VONS MISSION HILLS”) – Process Five – Hillcrest – Site Development Permit, Public Right of Way Vacation for adjacent alley and Sewer Easement Abandonment to demolish existing grocery store and construct a new grocery store on a 2.19 acre site at 450 West Washington Street in the CN-2A Zone; FAA Part 77; Transit Area. 

Brian Braaten from Safeway Inc., Vons Division, made a slide presentation which described the proposed new grocery store project.  Braaten indicated that, in response to comments regarding the original design of the project, the applicant was considering a redesign which would incorporate a more contemporary style of architecture.  Any modification to the design had to be approved by the Safeway corporate office.  

Public comment was made by Mark Feldman, President of the Mission Hills Town Council; Barry Hager, President of Mission Hills Heritage; Alex Sachs, Rusty Riley, Rick Wilson, Holly Saenc, Ann Garwood, Mike Singleton, Ian Epley and Scott Sandel. Board members then made comments regarding the project; Brian Braaten then replied to some of the comments and questions, and provided a summary.

The contemporary design of the potential revised plans was generally well received; however, comments were made the architecture should be reflective of the historic architectural elements of the surrounding neighborhood. Questions were raised concerning the traffic impact of the larger store; as well as the historic status of the existing building that was designed by noted architect Hal Sadler.  Concerns were also raise about the partially underground “podium” parking; many speakers felt parking should be lowered below the ground surface level.  

2. SEWER GROUP 682 UPDATE – Bankers Hill/ Park West – The replacement project consisting of installation of approximately 11,600 Linear Feet of 8-inch and 10-inch sewer main, sewer manholes and sewer laterals.  The location of the project is along 6th Avenue from Maple Street to Upas Street and within the limits of Laurel Street to the north, Hawthorne Street to the south, Union Street to the west and 5th Avenue to the east. 
Project Engineer Ed Castaneda made a short presentation, and passed out a summary of the proposed project.  There was no public comments. The board had several questions; but no serious concerns were expressed. 
3. FIVE POINTS COMMERCIAL NEIGHBORHOOD PARKING AND CIRCULATION DESIGN STUDY  – Middletown –  The study area includes Washington Street from the trolley station west of Hancock Street to India Street, India Street from Vine Street to Washington Street, and San Diego Avenue from India Street to Washington Street. Also included in the study area are specific neighborhood roads near the commercial district, such as Andrews Street, Winder Street, and Columbia Street.  The study addresses issues of traffic circulation, parking, and pedestrian safety. 
 

The presentation was made by Janet Fairbanks, the project planner with Uptown Partnership.  Public comment was made by Middletown business owners Jennifer Pesquira and Jim Mellos, who is also a board member.

The circulation element and other aspects of the design study were well received.  However, Mellos and Pesquira objected to the formation of a maintenance assessment district to fund the maintenance of any improvements, and submitted a petition of Middletown commercial property owners opposing the formation of a MAD.   Chair Wilson stated that the improvements, and any maintenance, should be paid for by the North Bay Redevelopment Agency, which had several million dollars in reserve.

Action Items: Development Project Review

1. 2155 FIRST AVENUE/ 121 IVY STREET (“GRUENBERG OFFICE”) – Process Three -- Bankers Hill/Park West – Site Development Permit to demolish two existing cottages and construct a 3,914 sq. ft. office building with zero yard setback on a 0.17 acre site with an existing designated historic building at 2155 First Avenue in the CV-4 Zone; FAA Part 77; Airport Influence Zone; AAOZ; Residential Tandem Parking; Transit Area. 
Matt Winter, of Davis & Davis Architects, made the presentation on behalf of the applicant, who also was present and also spoke in favor of the project.  There was no public comment.  Board members engaged in an extended discussion of the project.  A focus of the discussion was the parking exception being sought by the applicant.  

Gatzke, seconded by Gottschalk, made a motion to approve the project as presented. Motion failed 3,13,1; Gatzke, Gottschalk and Seidel voted yes;  Liddell, Lamb, Dahl, Grinchuk, Hyde, Bonn, Edwards, Adler, Wendorf, Mellos, Jaworski, Towne, O'Dea voted no. Chair Wilson abstained.

 

Wendorf, seconded by O'Dea, made a motion to oppose approval of the project, and recommended that: (1.) The project should be referred to the Historic Review Board to determine the historicity of the two cottages proposed for demolition, and (2.) that a parking deviation not be granted for the project, but instead the project should comply with existing code and continue to provide two off-site parking spaces.  Motion passed 13,3,1:  Liddell, Lamb, Dahl, Grinchuk, Hyde, Bonn, Edwards, Adler, Wendorf, Mellos, Jaworski, Towne, O'Dea voted no; Gatzke, Gottschalk and Seidel voted no. Chair Wilson abstained.  

 

2. 23634 SEVENTH AVENUE CUP/SDP (“FLO TV CORAL TREE PLAZA”) – Process Four –  Hillcrest -- Conditional Use Permit/ Site Development Permit/ Mid-City Planned District Permit for a wireless communication facility on the roof of an existing multi family residential building at 3635 Seventh Avenue in the MR-800B & RS-1-2 Zone; FAA Part 77.

Applicant’s representative presented the project.  There was no public comment.

Jaworski, seconded by Edwards, made a motion to approve the project as presented. Motion passed 16,0,1:  Chair Wilson abstaining.

 

Subcommittee Reports:  Public Facilities Subcommittee
1. MEDICAL MARIJUANA TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS – Request by the City Council of the City of San Diego for the city’s community planning groups to review and make comments on the city task force recommendations/ medical marijuana dispensary issue: 
There was public comment from approximately 10 members of the public.  The board then discussed the item: 

Liddell, seconded by Dahl, made a motion, incorporating a portion of the Public Facilities Subcommittee recommendation, that the City of San Diego should establish a conditional use permit (CUP) process by which medical marijuana dispensaries may operate, which shall be reviewed under a Process Two procedure.  Motion passed 16,0,1; Chair Wilson abstaining.

 

2. LETTER FROM BILL ANDERSON TO COUNCILMEMBER TODD GLORIA RE: DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEES

 

The board deferred discussion of the letters exchanged between Planning Director William Anderson and Councilmember Todd Gloria concerning DIF fees until the next meeting.

Rules/ Election Committee Report
Don Liddell, the chair of the Election Committee, presented a summary of the bylaws provisions for the March board elections.  A notice of election had been included in the agenda for the February 2nd meeting.  Chair Wilson read the names of all the individuals who had met the attendance requirement (attended three meetings in the last 12 months) and were therefore qualified to seek election to the board in March.  

Adjournment
The board voted by voice vote to adjourn. 

These minutes respectfully submitted by board secretary Andrew Towne

 

 

 

